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DBIIIIIGI‘!IBY goes on trial
Wwith the dissidents

By .P.'Iil Kurata

iwan’s most scnsational politi-
the post-war era opened on
‘ﬁk 18 _with ﬂﬂlt defendants charged
in connection with the De-
%m .10, !979 human rights rally-in
n}lslung which turned into a destruc-
\ five outburst of mass violence (REVIEW,
Dec. 28, '79). The eight were connected
with ﬂm anti-Kuomintang (KMT)
monthly Formose, whose outspoken
views presented a direct ideological

challenge to the KMT.

The government thréw open the court
to the press. Local newspapers have giv-
en extensive and generally accurate cover-
age in an intense competition for circu-
lation despite a request from the KMT’s
Cultural Affairs Department to treat the
defendants as political miscreants.

‘The political climate in Taiwan has
changed remarkably since the Kao-
hsiung riot. At that time, when the
plenary scssion of the KMT’s Central
Committee met, a number of conserva-
tives from military and * intelligence
organs supplanted the influence of
younger  American-educated liberals
‘who had been advocating reforms and
-approaches similar to those of the
moderale opposition.

One observer commented that the de-
cision to make the trial open was taken
b!' President Chiang Ching-kuo on ad-
vice from the liberal wing of the KMT
to mdintain the image of democratic

gressiveness, with an eye to elections
u:hedul:d for later in the year. More-
over, it is possible that Chiang, in tradi-
tionul Chinese style, lent his ear to the

rmgn-.:swa-; to counterbalance the
ucent ly growing influence of the con-
servative wing

After one week of testimony, KMT
liberal C.S. Shen was convinced that
several of the defendants, especially Lin
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Yi-hsiung, were innocent of sedition.
The eight defendants, who had not seen
each other since their amrest, maintained
in individual testimony that they :oughl
political reform through

produced by the pruw:utmn to s'u'bmn-
tiate the sedition charg:

On the other hand 1f the organisers

of the Kaohsiung rally were punished
for disturbing the public order; both
liberal KMT and moderate oppasm
¢clements feel that respect for the law
could be strengthened.

In ominous contrast, on March 26 the
military prosecutor released a statement
saying sufficient evidence has been col-
lected to convict the eight on charges of
intent to overthrow the state, In con-
trast to the bill of mhdn!tm!n' requesting
lenient

processes. They cxpressed regret that
the rally turned into a riot and willing-
ness to take (heir share of the responsi-
bility for this “unfortunate incident.”

In response to the charge that the riot
was organised with the aim of over-
throwing the government, defendant
Yao Chig-wen asked in court: ‘‘Judge,
do you honestly thmk lhll we would at-

“The most severe of the prescribed
punishment [should] be imposed.” That
is the death penalty.

he trial has significant pﬂqlﬁnns
for Taiwan’s future, One of the major
issues is the identity of Taiwan, Amru
a separale polil enlity or a |
ot‘ CMm The delendmumo'v‘n cmu-

tempt to overt

with sticks and blmbno Iorch:zl" One
newspaper editor commented privately
to the REviEw that the public would
not_accept a verdict of sedition, because
apart from confessions which are gen-
erally believed to have been extracted
by illegal means, no evidence has been

s % i
.

T - B

ZEE
|| 2t B e T

i

icy
recwer:". saying that in fact Taiwan has
been an indépendent state far the past
30 years. They stated that their goal was
to promote peaceful reform so that Tak
wan’s internal situation wonld reflect its
international status. Since the Kao-
hsiung incident, public opinion on this
issue has pol:

The outcome af the trial could lﬂlct
Taiwan’s internal stability. In recent
months, a pattern of violent reprisals be-
tween government and opposition sup-
porters has been evident. An dxe smmd
attacked several Formoesa offices and
the front door of the home of Huang
Hsin-chie, the magazine’s publisher and
a former member of the national parlia-
ment. The attackers are still at large,

_“The government must stamp ouf

right-wing und:rround violence if it
hapes to gain public support for its cam-
paign against radical oppesition tactics,”
a local law professor commented, De-
fendant Chen Chu declared in her court
testimony that overseas dissident groups
would avenge her death if she were
given the ultimate sentence.

Also_implicit in the trial is a multi-
dimensional legal challenge. “The Con-
stitution has emergency. provisions that
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